
 

Midterm Elections 2018: How Renters Could Swing The Vote 
By Aly J. Yale, Forbes.com 
 

 Renters are notoriously less likely to vote than homeowners — but if they did head out to the polls next week? A new analysis 
shows it could have drastic impacts on the outcome.  In fact, according to a new study from Apartment List, if renters had matched 
homeowner turnout in the 2016 presidential election, Hillary Clinton would have won in four swing states: Florida, Michigan,     
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. If all other results had stayed the same, that would put her at 307 electoral college votes, securing her 
the victory over Donald Trump. 
 

 So what does this all mean for this week’s midterm elections? If renters come out to the polls, the sheer diversity among them 
could swing the vote.  According to Apartment List’s Chief Economist Chris Salvati, “Renters represent a unique cross-section of the 
American population.” They’re more likely to be minorities, immigrants and have children under the age of 18. Their net worth is also 
44 times less than that of homeowners ($5,200 versus $231,000). 
 
 Overall, renters are more likely than homeowners to lean left. Among homeowners, Trump edged out Clinton by 6 percentage 
points in 2016. With renters, Clinton won by nearly 30. Renters also overwhelmingly preferred Democratic candidates in both the 
Senate and the House of Representatives in 2016. 
 

“While renters are seldom considered a voting coalition, they make up nearly one-third of the eligible voting population, have 

the significant potential to swing elections, and represent a unique cross-section of the American population,” Salvati wrote. 

“Small changes in turnout amongst renters can have a profound impact on national politics.”  
 

 Though Salvati posits that a “coalition” of renters could significantly impact election outcomes, it seems unlikely.  “Renters are less 
politically engaged than homeowners,” he said. Only 49% of eligible renters voted in the 2016 election versus 67% of eligible       
homeowners.  There are also lots of hurdles standing in renters’ ways. For one, they move more often than homeowners, making it 
harder to stay up to date on voter registrations and local voting processes. 
 
 They’re also more likely to work hourly jobs, which would mean taking time off (and losing much-needed money) in the process. 
Homeowners, who are more likely to have salaried jobs, often enjoy paid time off to vote.  Still, renters represent about 30% of all 
eligible voters in the U.S. If candidates were to target this demographic as they do other sects of the population, Salvati said it could 
shake up politics at both the national and local level. 
 
 “Renters are underrepresented in American politics in a way that has serious implications on the local and national stages,” he 
said.  “Thinking of them as a voting coalition would represent a significant shift in thinking that could help shape the platforms of the 
nation’s major political parties.” 

By Stacie Becker, BPO5 Ventures 

Amanda Heenan has been supporting the AAGW with her intelligence and drive for 13 1/2 years now and has 

become an integral part of not only her company, Case & Associates, but the organization as a whole. Amanda 

started in this industry when she moved to Wichita and was looking for an apartment but ended up  getting an 

apartment and a job at The Remington.   She has been with Case & Associates ever since because she said they 

are such a good company to work for.   

Amanda is excited for the changes and growth that the AAGW has experienced over the last few years and     

believes that the sky is the limit for our organization.  Amanda has served on the AAGW Board for many years 

because she likes to help out, meet new vendors and grow friendships along the way.  She likes to reminisce on 

some of her best experiences that she had while serving on the board—one of which when she was the President 

Elect and got to go to Vegas to the National Apartment Association Education Conference. “It was the Best Trip 

Everrrr!” Amanda Heenan said.  And, being part of the group that got to go to that conference, I have to agree!  

When asked what Amanda things we as an organization need to focus on, she said she thought  changing the golf 

tournament to benefit the Center of Hope instead of The Red Cross was going to really help our industry.  “[The 

Center of Hope is] a local organization that has helped so many residents when they needed a little extra help,” 

Amanda said.  

 Amanda, Case is lucky to have you and we are beyond blessed to have you on our Board!    

https://www.apartmentlist.com/rentonomics/renter-voting-preferences/


the 

Kim Robertson here! I have been with Metro Appliances & More in the Apartment Replacement Division 
(ARD) for a year now. I am so grateful to have been presented the opportunity by Betty Wares who has been 
with Metro for 14 years and is approaching retirement. The ARD at Metro Appliances & More in Wichita is 
responsible for the Account Management of all multi-family clients in the Kansas market. This particular   
position benefits greatly from being involved in the Apartment Association of Greater Wichita, and I am    
honored to have been elected to serve as the AAGW Suppliers Council President for 2019. As the Suppliers 
Council President and a member of the AAGW Executive Committee, I have the pleasure of working closely 
with the AAGW President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, Committee Chairs, and our Association     
Executive. It is the Supplier President's responsibility to ensure that the Supplier members of the AAGW are 
represented fairly, and I do not take that lightly. I have been involved in the AAGW for nearly 13 years in a 
variety of roles, and I feel that the knowledge I have gained throughout that time has provided me the         
experience to serve our members well. If you feel there is an opportunity for me to be of service in any way for 
the benefit of the AAGW, please do not hesitate to reach out to me! I am here for you, our members.  

Thank you to everyone who came out and made our first Reverse Trade Show a success! 
     Check out our Facebook page for more pictures. 

Weigand-Omega Management has now 
opened their doors to their newest property 
located at 3252 E. Douglas, Uptown Landing.  
These upscale apartments are located in the 
heart of the College Hill neighborhood and the 
first floor of the building will feature eight 
retail spaces and gated parking. 

On Friday, November 9th, Furniture Options will host their 3rd Annual 
Bowling for Hunger event at Northrock Lanes to benefit Move for    
Hunger and the Kansas Food Bank.  To learn more about sponsorship 
opportunities or how you can help, contact jparks@furnitureoptions.com.   

Kim Robertson          
Suppliers Council President 



Thursday, November 8th, 11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Metro Appliances & More 

Board of Directors Meeting  

 

Wednesday, November 14th, 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

Furniture Options 

Suppliers Council Meeting 

 

Thursday, November 22nd 

Thanksgiving 

 

Monday, November 26th 

AAGW & Builders Inc offices 

Last day to drop off donations for Give Back event 

 

Thursday, November 29th, 11:30 pm - 1:00 pm 

Abode Venue 

AAGW & IREM’s Give Back event 

 

Thursday, December 13th, 11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Metro Appliances & More 

Board of Directors Meeting 

 

Wednesday, December 19th, 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

Furniture Options 

Suppliers Council Meeting 

GERON SMITH ▪ General Manager  

Phone: (316) 377-0277              

gsmith@actcat.com  

 

ADVANCE CATASTROPHE             

TECHNOLOGIES 

BETTY WARES ▪ ARD Sales 

Phone: (316) 941-4040 

B.Wares@metroappliancesandmore.com  

 

METRO APPLIANCES & MORE 

ERIC FAHNESTOCK ▪ Franchisee 

Phone: (316) 655-4303 

Eric@OxiFreshKS.com     

                                        

OXI FRESH CARPET CLEANING 

CHRIS RICKERSON ▪ President 

Phone: (316) 202-2082 

chris@wichitastaffing.com 

 

ELITE STAFFING SOLUTIONS 

TOM STEWART ▪ Sales Representative 

Phone: (316) 942-0188  

Sherwin.ict@gmail.com 

 

SHERWIN WILLIAMS 

JEREMY PARKS ▪ Business              

Development 

Phone: (316) 670-9722 

JParks@FurnitureOptions.com 

 

FURNITURE OPTIONS 

JESSE BARG ▪ Owner  

Phone: (316) 990-8236  

support@truebluecrewllc.com 

 

TRUE BLUE CREW 

DAVID PFAFF ▪ Commercial Sales    

Manager 

Phone: (316) 259-4876 

dPfaff@WestlakeHardware.com  

WESTLAKE ACE HARDWARE 

ESTHER MILLS ▪ General Manager 

Phone: (316) 665-6575  

esther@realtyjobs.com 

 

REAL ESTATE PERSONNEL 

PEGGY AVILEZ ▪ Regional Manager 

Phone: (316) 262-7378 

pavilez@americanpestonline.com 

 

AMERICAN PEST MANAGEMENT 

b.wares@metroappliancesandmore.com                             

metroappliancesandmore.com 

THE 
GIFT 

OF 
GIVING BACK 

The Institute of  Real Estate Management and the 
Apartment Association of Greater Wichita are joining 
together and invite you to help us Give Back to our 
community this holiday season.  We are asking both 
memberships and our supplier partners for donations 
that will be compiled at our Give Back event on      
November 29th at Abode Venue.  These donations 
will then be taken to The Center of Hope to assist 
those in our community needing a helping hand. 

https://email23.godaddy.com/search.php#
https://email23.godaddy.com/search.php#



